GOOD NEWS ABOUT BAD NEWS
Death is seen as the worst possible disaster that can happen.  It’s what most people are most afraid of, either their own death or that of a loved one.  In times of great sorrow, I am sure I am not alone in having been comforted by Canon Scott-Holland’s reflection, “Death is nothing at all, I have merely slipped away into the next room…” However, as consoling as it can be to temporarily minimise death, the fact remains that it is the most fundamental rupture of all our certainties, quite literally the end of life as we know it.  Not ‘nothing at all’, but the biggest deal there is.  Or rather, the second biggest deal there is.

Now as bad news as death is for anyone of us, it becomes even worse when we think of the suffering and death of Jesus.  Jesus is God, His Crucifixion means that we humans killed God.  Think about it for a moment: Deicide.  To kill the Creator of life is an abomination beyond imagining, yet it is precisely what we did on Good Friday.  The seemingly strange name for such a tragic day reveals the depth of Our Father’s loving goodness, His willingness to give us the very best that He had, His own Son.  Easter is the biggest deal of all: not only did Jesus die for us but He rose again, so today we celebrate His glorious resurrection, the moment when the Light of the World beat the ultimate darkness of death.
Easter offers all sorts of opportunities to share our faith.  To be ready to make the most of these, it is helpful to think about what it actually means to us personally.  Does Easter mean anything more to us than being able to eat chocolate without feeling guilty?!  By far the best preparation for evangelisation is to spend time prayerfully reflecting on Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection; ask God to reveal His love to you so intensely that you cannot help but share with others the joy Jesus gives you. 

Mel Gibson’s powerful portrayal of The Passion has now been released on video and DVD; why not invite a friend who does not believe or practise their faith to watch the film with you?  Pray that their hearts may be open to see Christ’s love poured out for them, and think through how you might respond to any questions they might have about what Jesus has done for us.

Friends and colleagues might wonder what is good about Good Friday.  We can speak to them about the unconditional love Jesus shows by dying for us while we were still sinners (Romans 5:8).  Within your family, draw attention to the fact that Easter is not a single day but that Easter Sunday begins a celebration so huge that it joyfully overflows into the following season of fifty days.  You could compile a Family Easter calendar with what you are going to do to celebrate and share God’s redeeming love each day / week until Pentecost.
We could invite our neighbours to join us for a meal or drinks to celebrate Easter.  Simply by doing this a few weeks after Easter Sunday itself, we are witnessing to fact that Catholics know how to party, that God’s all powerful death-beating love is too big to be contained on just one day.  Why not be brave and put a quotation from Scripture at the bottom of the invitations you send around?  Something like John 3:16 is ideal.
You might decide to buy an extra Easter egg to give to those in need, and include a simple message that shows your Christian motivation for doing this, maybe just by signing the card “God bless.”  Children’s hospitals can sometimes be inundated with chocolate, so you could give to a Refuge for families in distress, an old people’s home or a homeless person.  In terms of evangelising through our actions, children could have one less Easter egg, or whole families could decide to sacrifice a particular Easter treat and donate the money saved to charity.
People who know we are Catholic might ask us about why the date of Easter changes.  When we tell them about the link between the Jewish feast of Passover which is dated according to the phases of the moon and the sacrificial meal of the Last Supper and the Cross where Jesus gives us His Body and Blood, we can speak to them about how lifechanging the gift of the Eucharist is.
Our Church buildings look fantastic at Easter, why not invite a friend to come into Church with you for a few minutes, maybe to visit an Easter Garden?  You could make a simple display in your own home and respond as it becomes a talking point for visitors.
The Easter Vigil is at the heart of the Liturgical Year; it would be such a gift to invite someone to come to Church with you for this celebration.  Too often we hide behind excuses such as assuming it’s too long or complicated to speak to someone who is unfamiliar with the faith.  Why should people’s chance to experience the beauty of the liturgy be compromised by our mediocre expectations as to what they are capable of?  At CASE, we are privileged to hear many inspiring stories of how people came to know God’s love for the first time or what encouraged them to return to the practice of their childhood faith.  While each of these stories is highly individual, a common feature is that nobody ever says they started coming to Mass because it didn’t last long! 
In an increasingly secular society, Easter is still a conspicuously religious occasion.  This is brilliant news for a Church whose mission it is to evangelise.  Some would say the universal appeal of a new-born baby means the over-commercialisation of Christmas was an accident waiting to happen.  While we may see Easter cards with fluffy bunnies and chocolate eggs in the shops before the Christmas season is over (and strangely disappeared by the first day of this fifty day feast!) there is thankfully little that can be done to sanitise the gruesome yet glorious death of the King of kings.  We must be ready to resist attempts to superficialise His awesome resurrection into a bland celebration of ‘the new life of Spring’ if it bears no reference to the One Who both created and redeemed our lives by freely sacrificing His own.

We can challenge people to recognise the Christian heritage of our islands, to notice how our year is shaped according to the feasts of the Church.  While people are enjoying the double Bank Holiday of Good Friday and Easter Monday, we can gently draw their attention to why they have been given this time off, to the link between holidays and holydays.  For some people, being led to an appreciation of the ultimate source of their Easter break, could be the first step in being open to God Who wants to lavish them with love and shower them with infinitely more than they can ask or imagine.  God is calling each one of us to an eternity of happiness with Him.  This really is Good News so let us be bold in sharing that God loves us, He died on the Cross to destroy the barrier of sin that separated us and His love is even more powerful than death. 

For more ideas about how to share your faith this Easter, see www.caseresources.org.uk 
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Clare Ford is a team member of CASE, the Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation.  Here she explores some of the opportunities Easter gives us to evangelise.
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