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By Clare Ward 
“You’re hired….but will you accept the job?”

Career development plans, salary scales, promotion and “getting on”  in the working world are things that we should take seriously, but how much more important are the stakes when the person hiring us, so to speak, is Jesus Christ.
Today we celebrate Home Mission Sunday, which is a very important day in the year when the Church nationally prays for and supports mission work taking place in England and Wales.  Free resource packs themed, “You’re Hired!”, have been sent to every parish and religious house containing a wide variety of materials including liturgy notes, bidding prayers, parish evangelisation tips, extracts from church documents, and even an evangelistic car sticker. However, these resources are in themselves meaningless if we haven’t been seized by something and someone in the very depths of our hearts.    
In today’s Gospel; the Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard (Luke 20: 1 – 16), we read about a landowner who ventures into the market place to hire labourers to work in his vineyard. Throughout the working day he returns to the same place recruiting more people to serve him and to help gather the crop. When it comes to paying the wages, all the labourers receive the same wage; the latecomer as much as the new comer. How are we to make sense of this seeming injustice?

The Parable itself speaks to us on many levels, not least that at whatever stage in our day or in our life, God is calling each one of us in the midst of our daily lives to be his labourers, to respond to his invitation to receive his unconditional love and mercy, to seek to do His Will, his work. Each one of us has been hired or called for a God-given evangelistic task and at whatever hour we respond, in His immense generosity, we will be richly rewarded, the last as the first. God has no favourites.

Evangelii Nuntiandi (Evangelisation in the Modern World); a masterful Apostolic Exhortation of Paul VI written in 1975, teaches us that all baptised Christians are called to evangelise; to share their faith where they live and work on a daily basis.  We read: “For the Christian community is never closed in upon itself…it is the whole Church that receives the mission to evangelise, and the work of each individual member is important for the whole.” (Paragraph 15). To share and celebrate our faith with those who are not Catholics is a fundamental part of all our callings. There is no get out clause. Whether we realise it or not, whether we feel that we have the gifts, necessary experience and talents, the reality is that we have already been hired. God has qualified us, we just have to step out. 
A friend shared with me a beautiful story to illustrate just this. One day he was walking the streets in a desperate state, de-void of hope and light. He decided to enter a telephone box and there found a Divine Mercy prayer card. The image resonated with him, and to cut a long story short, his life was transformed; he became a Catholic and is now a Franciscan Friar.

Some months after his initial conversion his parish priest invited him to serve at a funeral mass. The priest warned him that there would be no mourners. The funeral began and the priest shared that the deceased was a man who in the world’s eyes was a nobody; he didn’t even have any friends to speak of. The priest added however, that although this man had little to leave behind he was sure of a great reward in heaven. Why? Because he was seized by God’s love and was his faithful and humble labourer who spent his days leaving Divine Mercy prayer cards in telephone boxes. Imagine the response from my friend as he heard this!
To evangelise doesn’t mean that we have to have a string of qualifications or years of experience. It doesn’t mean that we have to be anyone important in life. What it does mean however is that we have to be people who are so seized by God’s love and mercy that we can’t but help be actively and looking for ways of sharing this reality with others. It means for example, on a daily basis, that if we hear in the quiet of our hearts, God prompting us to share our faith through words, actions or gestures, that we do so as a response to His love and out of love for those around us.

CASE is here as a national agency to support and resource you in this most important of tasks. We are here to encourage you because it is wonderful work and offers, quite literally, a heavenly pension plan. You are not alone whether you are an individual, parish, group, school or family – you have already received the power of the Holy Spirit, your baptism has marked you with the light of God. During the two years since CASE was launched, more and more people are realising this and have come forward seeking training, consultation, printed and electronic resources. Please do use us and do visit our two websites. For Catholics; www.caseresources.org.uk  If you are in contact with someone who is not a Catholic and they would like to find out more about the Catholic faith please refer them to our Catholic Enquiry Office website at: www.life4seekers.co.uk
The Church today invites you to make this Home Mission Sunday different; pray more than ever for the work of evangelisation in England and Wales – there are many incredible Catholic groups and initiatives already actively and courageously reaching out to others, please also pray for the team at CASE and support us financially as you can. Most of all however, be attentive so that when the Lord says to you today, “You’re hired, go to my vineyard too”, don’t hesitate but joyfully embrace the task at hand.

(989 words)
His Eminence, Cardinal Cormac-Murphy-O’Connor on the occasion of Home Mission Sunday 2005:
“Now, more than ever, is the time to take up the task of evangelisation in England and Wales.  There are many people in our neighbourhoods, at work and in our families, who have never heard the message of the Gospel.  We need to be ever more courageous in witnessing through our words and actions to Christ. As we celebrate Home Mission Sunday today I invite you to continue to support the work of CASE who provide a vital service in enthusing, engaging and equipping the Catholic community for this work.”  
The Bishop of Nottingham, Rt Rev Malcolm McMahon, who is Chair of the Bishops’ Conference for Evangelisation and Catechesis:
“We can not afford to drag our feet. To evangelise is our Christian duty and we are all too often backward in coming forward because of fear of offending others or being rejected. As a Catholic community we must break through the fear barrier and give witness to Jesus Christ.  CASE has been specifically set up to help support, resource and equip the Church for this task.  The Agency is doing wonderful work and I encourage you to support and make use of the team and their resources.”
