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Creating A Website Which Evangelises: Writing Guidelines
Introduction

The reason that the Church exists is to evangelise; as a Church, evangelisation is our deepest identity (Evangelisation in the Modern World 14). It is therefore very important that a Catholic website should serve as a resource which is explicitly and implicitly evangelistic; that the whole site should point visitors to the person of Jesus Christ, and that Catholic visitors should clearly discover and be encouraged to respond to the call to evangelise in their locality.
Some points to consider when writing your text:

1. Inclusive - the website will be visited by both members of the Catholic community and non-members, therefore try to write in a welcoming tone and inclusively. 

2. Jargon - when Catholic vocabulary is used, for example the inclusion of words like ‘Eucharist’ or ‘Redemption’, please explain them in simple terms. You might want to provide a short explanation next to the ‘jargon word’ inside a bracket. As a rule of thumb, assume no previous knowledge of Catholicism.

3. Proclamation - where appropriate, confidently include the name of Jesus Christ in your text, a quotation from the Scriptures and / or a reference to the reality of God’s unconditional love and mercy.  

4. Values - each page should aim to direct people to the truth of Catholic values and teaching in a way that can be easily understood. You might want to include a short quotation from a teaching document and refer to your own parish / community / group values and vision. 

5. Examples - if possible, make your work incarnate through providing examples; this might take the form of sharing a person’s story or testimony.

6. Culture - try to insert references to ways in which your work / ministry has had an impact on, or is connected to, contemporary culture. For example, consider inserting illustrative statistics or show an awareness of current issues / affairs.

7. Life - aim to write in such a way that the fullness of life in Christ is communicated; write in a positive and affirming way so as to inspire the reader.

8. Style - the style of writing should be formal but not academic; not all visitors will have had the benefit of further education. Website text tends to be simple and concise.

9. Images - try to use / recommend a diversity of images which positively communicate Catholic life and work. 
10. Next steps – try to lead people on, so that their journey of exploration does not end on your page. Work on the basis that your page is a ‘shop window’ into your particular aspect of Catholic life and work.

For advice, resources and general information about Catholic evangelisation please see: www.caseresources.org.uk  Also see: www.life4seekers.co.uk 

