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The last week of Lent is called “Holy Week” when Christians all around the World solemnly remember the suffering, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  The first day of Holy Week is called PALM SUNDAY in remembrance of how Jesus was given the “red carpet treatment” as He entered Jerusalem.  The Jews hailed Him as the Messiah they had been waiting for, the Promised One who would get rid of anything bad.  The Jews laid palm branches and their cloaks on the floor as a sign of respect.  However within a week of this hero’s welcome, the same voices that praised Him with Hosanna are calling for Him to be crucified.  So what went wrong? Jesus was a Jew. The Jews of the Old Testament were God’s chosen people who tried to stay faithful to Him throughout many trials. The Old Testament leads up to Jesus; it contains accounts of the Jews seeking to follow God.  Sometimes they got it right, sometimes they got it wrong, but throughout all the ups and downs, they maintained faith that the Messiah would come, the Promised One who would set them free.  By the time of Jesus, the Jewish nation was occupied territory, it was part of the Roman Empire. Many people had begun to think that the Messiah’s main job would be to get rid of the Romans.  Jesus is the Messiah but as He is concerned with setting people free from anything bad, not just the Romans, but anything at all bad, then not everybody recognised that He was the One who had been promised for all ages.  This is why when the Jewish authorities decided to get rid of Jesus, they needed the ruling power of the Romans to carry out the death penalty.  This meant that Jesus was tried by the Roman governor, Pilate.
The date for Easter changes each year as it’s based on the Jewish Feast of Passover, and this is set by a lunar calendar.  The Last Supper that Jesus shared with His closest friends was a Passover Meal that became the first Mass when Jesus changed the bread and wine into His Body and Blood.  This happened on the Thursday evening, a day we now call MAUNDY THURSDAY; “Maundy” comes from mandatum which is Latin for commandment.  It was on this night that Jesus washed the feet of the Apostles and gave them His new commandment to “love one another as I have loved you,” (Jn 15:12).  He showed them that to love is to serve.  Jesus stopped the meal part way through and went out to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane.

GOOD FRIDAY seems like a weird name for such an awful day, a day when Jesus, the Son of God was put to death by the people He had made.  At first sight, a strange name for what seems like a bad day.  Good because it was through Jesus’s suffering and death that we were freed from the power of sin and evil.  Good because Jesus loved us enough to live it out, live it out to the point of death. Good for us… bad for Him.  Jesus was crucified for our sins. He died to take away the barrier that had been separating humanity from God~ He could do this as He is both God and human.  That’s why it’s worth remembering and celebrating even now, 2000 years later.  Jesus gave to us the possibility of eternal life, and that is what made Good Friday “good.”  The story doesn’t finish there, but Lent does, right at the edge of Easter…
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Lots of families do DIY over the Easter holidays, here’s your chance to TIY… Tell It Yourself!

How would you explain what Easter is all about to someone who has not heard about Jesus?  Think about all you have seen and heard at Church during Holy Week, and use the last chapter of each of the gospels to help you (you might want to look at the last two chapters of St John’s Gospel).
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Last Week Of Lent~ HOLY WEEK





HOLY WEEK PRAYER


O God,


may we receive Your forgiveness and mercy


as we celebrate the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus.


We make this prayer through Christ our Lord,


AMEN





We thank you for the forgiveness


which poured out of Jesus on the Cross,


and pray that we might learn from His example how to forgive each other.


We pray in the words Jesus taught us


Our Father…




















First Day of New Life ~ EASTER SUNDAY














