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An excellent family activity can be to retell the Easter story stage by stage, and to make links to corresponding situations nowadays.  As a family, you may wish to do this stage by stage during Holy Week, or at staggered intervals throughout the Triduum, the three days of Good Friday (starts on the evening of Maundy Thursday), Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday.
Alternatively, you could cut up the story into parts, ask your children to sequence them and illustrate each stage, or if you have older children, they could suggest similar contemporary situations, or explore what happens next as the Apostles begin sharing the Good News of Jesus’s resurrection.  However you choose to share the story, whether through art or drama, it’s a good idea to also pray through each stage.  For each one, you could:

· read the Gospel extract,

· have a moment of silent reflection,

· before finishing with a short prayer of intercession.
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Each of the four Gospels have accounts of Jesus’s suffering, death and resurrection; as this is ‘Liturgical Year A’ you might like to focus on St Matthew’s Gospel, chapters 26, 27 and 28.  (Palm Sunday is at the beginning of chapter 21.)
SOME PRAYER SUGGESTIONS TO GET YOU STARTED:

Just as Jesus was unfairly sentenced to death, we pray for all those who are waiting for justice. 

May prisoners of conscience have the strength to continue.

Lord in Your Mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER

Just as Jesus fell under the weight of His Cross, we pray for all those who feel pressured or over-burdened.

We pray we might have the courage to get up and continue when we have messed things up.

Lord in Your Mercy… HEAR OUR PRAYER
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For all those who suffer and for all those who cause suffering, we ask Our Lady to pray with us as we say …HAIL MARY…

We praise and thank You Lord for the gift of Your Body and Blood.

We praise and thank You Lord for Your great love that is even more powerful than death.

We praise and thank You Lord for the forgiveness of our sins, for the new life You offer us.
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We give You glory as we say …GLORY BE TO THE FATHER…
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