Easter
‘To the max!’          ‘Be all you can be’            ‘More than you ever dreamed of’

Sorry, that just goes to show I watch too much television. This is not trying to sell you soft drinks or persuade you to join the Army or any of the other manipulations of the marketing experts. Rather I’m noticing how advertising slogans press buttons inside us and promise us those things we deeply desire.

The wonder of this wonderful Easter is that God doesn’t just respond to our wants – he answers them. He doesn’t just promise he delivers. And he delivers not just our deepest desires but more than our deepest desires. He gives us what we need, even if we fail to realise that we need it. Hopes are not only fulfilled they are expanded into awe and wonder. We are not manipulated; we are liberated into the glorious freedom of the sons and daughters of God.

Our marvellous God has a marvellous future for us. Today the Church shouts from the rooftops: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! In Jesus who was dead, death has been put to death. Life has triumphed. Sin is conquered by love. In Jesus we have new life.
Easter is about life in all fullness and a life bigger than we dare imagine.

It is about the fulfilment of our humanity in God.

It is about new life freely given to us.

Easter is life to the maximum. A life of thrilling possibilities. A real rush of glory bring a bright light and magnificence to all we are.
Easter is all that we can be – and what an ‘all’ that is.

Because of the death and resurrection of Jesus we can be the men and women we were always meant to be. We can be more than we ever dreamed of. We can have life with God in joy for ever.
Jesus, the only Son of God has died for us! 
God has raised him from the dead! 
Jesus will raise us with him!

Please excuse the rush of exclamation points but this is news to shriek about. The risen Lord lifts us up.
And yes, this is for us. It is for me the lousy man who rows with his wife. It is for me the one who knows he does wrong. It is for me the one who really is deep down aware that he doesn’t deserve good things. But God chooses to love me and to raise me up. God chooses to make me his son, and you his sons and daughters. He chooses to love his world into holiness and happiness.
This Easter is about God breaking down all the barriers we put up to keep him out and god flooding our being with his renewing power. This Easter is life making the desert of our souls bloom with beauty and delight.
