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MOMENTOUS MOMENT IN THE LIFE OF THE MOVEMENTS

Pentecost weekend saw, English and Welsh pilgrims join, nearly 400,000 members of Ecclesial Movements and New Communities in St Peter’s Square in Rome at the invitation of Pope Benedict.  Echoing a key idea from his Inauguration Homily last year: “The beauty of being a Christian and the joy of communicating this” was the very evangelistic theme the Holy Father chose for this Gathering.  CASE (the Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation) was delighted to represent the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales at what proved to be a momentous meeting.

Over a hundred Movements and Communities were represented and delegates from the UK included amongst others members of the Ascent Movement, Community of the Risen Christ, Focolare, NeoCatechumenal Way, Sion Catholic Community for Evangelism, Sword of the Spirit and Youth 2000. Although not strictly a Movement, many people who are involved with Catholic Charismatic Renewal were also present. Many participants agreed that the Meeting was a living experience of the universal nature of the Church.  

CASE Team Member Clare Ford commented “An important part of what the Bishops have asked us to do is to be a point of reference for new movements and organisations in the Catholic Church in England and Wales. This Pentecost meeting has provided a unique opportunity to explore how the vibrancy of the new movements and the stability of our parish and diocesan communities can be of mutual enrichment and benefit to each other.”

Given that young adults seem missing from so many Sunday congregations, it was encouraging to note that a very significant proportion of the crowd (which stretched from St Peter’s all the way down the Via Della Conciliazione to the River Tiber), was less than thirty years of age. Commenting upon this, Fr Frank Johnson, a member of the Focolare Community based in Liverpool, said he found the experience to be an “explosion of life of the Spirit in the Church as people of all ages from many different countries were given a new urgency by the powerful words of Benedict. I felt very much confirmed by what the Pope said about the Holy Spirit giving us ‘hope that does not disappoint.’”

Picking up on this idea of diversity, Anne Horton, a member of the Community of the Risen Christ in Glasgow, said “I was inspired by the oneness I saw between the various movements. Although we might have different approaches, we are unified by a common desire that all people may come to know Christ and His love for them.”

In arranging this encounter, the Holy Father mirrored the seminal meeting his predecessor, John Paul II, held at Pentecost 1998. Following that international gathering, groups from the UK committed themselves to coming together regularly to pray and to discuss dynamic ways of living and sharing the Gospel.

The Focolare Community have played a key role in hosting these meetings and are committed to continuing this service so that people who have had little or no contact with new movements can appreciate what they have to offer to the life of the Church in the 21st century. As Benedict XVI described, “It seems to me that the Movements have a specific purpose: to help people experience in a big Church which could seem to be a big international organisation, a home where they can find an atmosphere of the family of God, and at the same time they can remain in a big universal family of the saints of all times.”
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