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Mention the problem of violence in today’s society and most people will think of “sex and violence” on the TV, violent attacks on women and young people, gun crime on our estates, or simply “9/11” and all that goes with it.

But in fact there is a much more pervasive violence which eats away at all of us, and which we need to become aware of and address if we are truly to spread the gospel. In a way the things I have mentioned are merely symptoms of that hidden violence.

It is not easy to know where to begin in uncovering it. But I will try to point out some of its manifestations and hope that the dots will join up. 

If I walk from here to the other end of the suburb where I live, it is likely that my image will be captured on at least half a dozen CCTV cameras, to say nothing of whatever spy satellites might be able to penetrate the murky London weather. 
If I go to my doctor it is quite likely that he will spend more time looking at a computer screen where my records are stored than into my eyes.

If I open the newspaper or switch on the news, I will find that I am counted as part of the x % of people who buy this product or think this person would make a better prime minister.

We have grown so used to all these things that you may be thinking, “What has this got to do with violence?” Well, the common thread is that in all these ways the undoubted benefits of science have been turned against the human person, treating men and women as objects to be scrutinised and manipulated. And something deep within us revolts against that.

Needless to say, the most extreme form of this is abortion, and soon, no doubt, euthanasia, but artificial contraception is also part of the same pattern.

And it is not only humans who are manipulated. When we see pictures which show big business destroying the environment, say in the Amazon forest, or animals being mistreated, we all become uncomfortable, and some become absolutely furious: (a pity that fury is not directed a bit more towards the “mistreatment” of the human embryo and unborn child.) 

Christianity is itself in the dock for some people as the ultimate cause of this violence. Did not God say to Adam and Eve, “Subdue the earth and have dominion over every living thing.” (Gen. 1: 28)? 

And the very all-embracing character of the Catholic faith seems like a kind of violence to the people of today who want freedom to make up their own religion.
Even Catholics are deeply affected by this trend, many claiming to accept only those parts of the faith they like. (By the way, have you seen the car sticker with a picture of Pope Benedict, and the caption – “The cafeteria is closed”!)

If we are to evangelise today we must take these concerns seriously in the way we present Catholic truth in its fullness. Pope John Paul and Pope Benedict speak frequently about the humanising power of the gospel, and the liberating effect of faith in Christ and his Church.

Indeed the very heart of the Council’s message was to break down too rigid a separation between what is human and what is of grace and the supernatural. Think of the wonderful beginning of Gaudium et Spes: “The joy and hope, the grief and anguish of the people of our time….. are [those] of the followers of Christ as well.”
But this is no mere technique: we must be truly liberated and humanised by the gospel ourselves to evangelise the culture of violence. Am I so dominated by technology, such a “willing slave”, to quote Madeleine Bunting, of the work culture, that I contribute to the violence rather than evangelise it? Does our parish or community really believe and live as if the teaching of the church in all its fullness - yes, including Humanae Vitae – is the path to true humanity for our times or an embarrassment? 

Contemporary films like The Truman Show or The Matrix show human beings of today increasingly caught in the spider’s web of technology and media that they themselves have created, but not sufficiently aware of what is going on to articulate their distress. This is the source of much of today’s violence. To be salt for the earth and light for the world needs a lot of awareness on the part of Christians, and a willingness to let the gospel liberate us if we are to be true peacemakers.
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