Ideas for celebrating Pentecost
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Whit Walk

Why not organise a prayer walk around your Parish boundaries? It could take the form of an ecumenical witness if you invite neighbouring Churches to take part. The walk could include stopping at Churches on route to enable the group to pause for a short prayer.

“Within living memory, there were Catholic (and, I think, also Anglican), Whit Walks  in Manchester, with children walking in procession, with bands and hymns, a great sight in the city. Girls wore white dresses, as they still do today in Corpus Christi processions, strewing flowers before the Blessed Sacrament. These processions are still great events in many parts of the world such as the West Indies and Latin America and many parts of Africa.” 
 Joanna Bogle, author of "Book of Feasts and Seasons”, Gracewing, 2 Southern Ave, Leominster HR6 0QF.

Church Decoration

[image: image2.jpg]



Why not ask some of the artistic members of your parish community to cut out colourful “tongues of flames” which could be hung over the nave of the Church? This could be a great activity for children at your local Catholic Primary School. You would need long strips of red and yellow tissue paper, and wire or string which would be used to hold the flames together. 
“You can make flames by cutting them out of yellow, orange, and red cardboard. Write the name of one of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit on each flame. These can be used as a centrepiece for a mobile, or simply enjoyed  as a display on the table. Or mix them up and distribute a Gift to each member of the family, something to pray about and aspire to in the weeks ahead.” 
Joanna Bogle, as above.

Shared Meal 
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Some Churches already organise shared meals on a regular basis as a way of building community within their Parish. To mark Pentecost, why not organise a “Multi-Lingual” meal! What does that mean? Invite parishioners to a parish lunch on Pentecost Sunday and ask them to bring a dish to share of their choice, for example curry, salami etc. Ask each person to bring, written on a piece of card in their native tongue, the words “Come Holy Spirit”. For example, people of Polish origin would bring a card saying “Come Holy Spirit” written in Polish, Chinese parishioners would bring it in Chinese, and so on. At some point during the event, include a prayer time and read the different languages out loud.
