Liturgical ideas for Pentecost 2004
Please note that these are suggestions and possibilities. Please use your own Spirit-inspired imagination, creativity, skills and the diversity of gifts within your own community.

1. The Vigil 
The Vigil Mass of Pentecost may be, in parallel with the Easter Vigil, a culmination of a longer vigil of prayer and readings. This is a ‘waiting’ with Our Lady and the Apostles, watching in ‘urgent prayer’ for the coming of the Holy Spirit. Such a vigil could take place at any time between Ascension Day and Pentecost (or indeed there could be within the community a commitment to daily prayer). 

2. The Mass

a. ‘Wear Something Red’: encourage as many of the congregations as are game to wear something red or gold – pullover, scarf, tie, dress or whatever. This can easily give a visual sense of flames of the Spirit throughout the assembly.

b. Introductory Rites. The connections between baptism and Holy Spirit is worth underlining by choosing to use the Rite of Blessing and Sprinkling Holy Water
c. Sequence. The Pentecost Sequence should be sung or recited. It would be good to have several voices, each take a trope, possibly even using different languages (both Latin and English versions are readily available). 
d. Bidding Prayers presented in all the languages of assembly

e. Offertory procession to include symbols of the language groups, cultures and nationalities represented in the Eucharistic Assembly and/or the local area.

f. Dismissal / commissioning rite

3. Eucharistic adoration and Benediction

Time in prayer before Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament connects us to the life of Christ in his Church. It may be desirable to ‘bless’ all the corners of the earth, praying for God’s power and love to be known in Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe and Oceania.

4. Prayer and Praise in the Market Place

The birthday of the Church was marked by the disciples going out onto the streets and preaching the Good News to all they met. This can be marked by going out onto your streets, perhaps by having a short service of song, reading the Gospel of the day, a short address and prayer and another song. You could also give out red and gold balloons each tied with a label containing a ‘Good News’ bible verse, prayer cards or contact cards for the CEO (available from us at 114 West Heath Road, London. NW3 7TX). This may also be a good opportunity for an ecumenical act of public witness.
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