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Beer, Turkish Delight, Witches 
and Catholicism….what’s the connection?

Whatever your age, do you still find yourself rummaging through the back of your wardrobe in search of a new world?  Have you ever found what you are looking for or are you still searching for another life, another realm? 

A brand new web resource has been launched for fans of C S Lewis’, The Lion, the Witch and Wardrobe, providing an eclectic and intriguing mix of materials; from recipes for Turkish Delight  to competitions, a ‘Pause for Thought’, articles, masks for children, celebrity interviews, ‘beer’ features, images and much much more! It can be found at: www.life4seekers.co.uk/Narnia.htm
The Narnia Freebies web portal is the brainchild of an office of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales.  The Catholic Enquiry Office (CEO) provides free materials about Catholic life and beliefs.  They also offer a free question and answer service.  Director of the CEO, Mgr Keith Barltrop said, “The story of Narnia is enchanting and has captivated the imagination of generations of children and adults.  C S Lewis was a Christian and religious themes and symbols lie at the heart of the plot.  The aim of our web resource is to provide fans with free and fun Narnia materials, but also to invite them to walk into the wardrobe and explore the Catholic faith.”
It is widely documented that the lion in the story is a depiction of Jesus Christ; Aslan is sacrificed on a stone table for a crime he did not commit and is raised back to life.  At the heart of the Narnia adventure is the battle between the White Witch and Aslan; darkness versus light; evil versus good.  The four children in the book similarly enter into this battle and a journey of exploration and discovery unfolds.  Clare Ward is the co-ordinator of the project and said, “This has been a wonderful project to work on and has meant that we’ve been able to provide a portal to show that spirituality, faith and culture are intimately connected.  Our search for meaning and purpose is rooted in our daily lives and finds expression in all art forms.  The hope is that visitors to this page will be helped to find their own Narnia, their own Aslan, in other words, Jesus Christ in his Catholic Church.” 
One of the little known facts discovered whilst doing the research for this resource is that Narnia does exist and even has a patron saint.  It is claimed that C. S. Lewis took the name of 'Narnia' from an ancient Roman town in the Italian province of Umbria.  Of local fame is a popular saint called 'Blessed Lucy of Narnia.'  She was a sixteenth century Dominican nun who is buried  in a chapel in the town.  More information can be found on the web page.

At its simplest, it is hoped that the new web resource provides interesting and thought provoking materials through which readers can discover the story behind the story, which is in itself the greatest story ever told.  Are the creators talking in riddles or is there perhaps more to this than meets the eye?  Log on to find out!
Alternatively for general information about spirituality and faith if you would like to receive a free information pack please contact the Catholic Enquiry Office at enquiries@life4seekers.co.uk  or telephone 020 8458 3316.

For Journalists

For interviewees and more information please contact Clare Ward on tel. 0770 939 1998. 
Email: clarew@caseresources.org.uk 

Interviewees include Catholic Enquiry Office staff and several authors who have published books and articles on C S Lewis and The Chronicles.
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