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Interview opportunity

Cardinal hosts national event to ask ‘what is our purpose?’ 

‘What is our purpose?’  - not a question you’d expect the Catholic Church to be asking some might say, surely it knows the answer already?
This week hundreds of invited guests will join His Eminence, Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, for a unique national gathering to pose precisely this question.  The event will take place on December 7th at Westminster Cathedral Hall and will include representatives from all tiers of Catholic life.  Mgr Keith Barltrop is Director of CASE; the Agency which is co-organising the event with the Sion Catholic Community for Evangelism (SION Community).  He said, “The purpose of our existence is something that everyone asks themselves during their lives.  It’s a question that’s no less important for the Catholic community as a whole.  In an open way, the Westminster event will clearly ask and answer this question, sending out a powerful message to Catholics and non-Catholics alike – we exist to evangelise.”

The gathering has been prompted by 30th anniversary of the publication of a ground breaking document.  “On Evangelisation in the Modern World” (Evangelii Nuntiandi) has been described as a ‘revolutionary piece of writing’; it was written by Pope Paul VI in 1975 and has had an enormous impact on the Church worldwide.  It is widely regarded as being the most influential and inspirational teaching document about the contemporary mission of the Catholic Church.  One of the pivotal messages of the document is that the Catholic Church exists in order to evangelise, she sees this as her duty: to share and celebrate the Good News of the person of Jesus Christ and the teachings of the Catholic Church.

At a time when the latest polls suggest that two thirds of people in England and Wales would call themselves Christian, but not necessarily attend a place of worship, it’s hoped that this week’s celebration, will remind the country’s Catholic community to be more active in sharing their faith with those with whom they live and work.  Prior to the event, Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor said, “Evangelii Nuntiandi made clear that the Church evangelises when she seeks to convert solely through the Divine Power of the Message she proclaims.  Thirty years later, its challenge to our Church in England and Wales is more pressing than ever.  How can we liberate that hidden energy of the Good News, which is able to have a powerful effect on people’s conscience?  What methods should be followed in order that the power of the Gospel may have its effect?  I hope this anniversary will lead us all back to that remarkable document, to hear its invitation, and to be converted to mission and proclamation.”
The Westminster celebration will include an address from His Eminence and short talks from some leading Catholic evangelists in England and Wales.  A number of evangelisation groups and initiatives will have stalls at the event to showcase the breadth of evangelisation work currently happening in England and Wales.  The celebration will also include practical evangelisation – a mission team will be leading an outreach event on the steps of the Piazza using music and drama, prior to the evening event. 

Christians interested in finding out more are encouraged to see: www.caseresources.org.uk  Non-Christians interested in exploring in their own lives the question, “what is my purpose?” may visit: www.life4seekers.co.uk
Editors – for more information please contact: clarew@caseresources.org.uk   Tel. 020 8458 3316   Mobile. 0770 939 1998
Please email us if you plan to attend the event. Interviewees will be provided.
A copy of Evangelii Nuntiandi can be found at: http://www.ewtn.com/library/PAPALDOC/P6EVAN.HTM
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