Holidays  
My diary, which for most of the year has been over full has suddenly become nearly empty for July until September. Not that I am complaining as it gives me the chance to get on with things which the busy, busy, busy of the rest of the year has squeezed out. But most meetings will have to wait until the Autumn. Many creatures hibernate; the Christian Church aestivates – that to say that while the Grizzly bear sleeps all winter, the Church spends all summer in a state of torpor. The holiday months are when our Churches to go to sleep but this could mean missing opportunities. People in a summer frame of mind may also be open to the Gospel.
A friend of mine went on holiday to Greece and found God. Things had been building up hidden inside her for some time. Her work was making her stressed; her relationships were strained; her sense of purpose was confused. Going away enabled the unasked question to bubble up to the surface. An icon of Our Lady in a shop window focussed her thoughts on the answers that faith offered. Being in a different place, with different influences, opened up new possibilities. 
People get fixed in their ways. It is often when something happens that moves people out of their ruts that they are open to ask faith questions. Sometimes this is a major change of life – getting married, having children, bereavement, moving house. But it can also be simply a time of rest and recreation that allows new ways of thinking to be explored.
Tourists are actively looking for sights to see. Churches and holy places can themselves be on the tourist trail. In August two years ago I was on retreat on the Isle of Wight. I was pleased to see that Quarr Abbey had some of our Catholic Enquiry Office contact cards. (The CEO is one of our core activities at CASE) A trickle of visitors came to spend time in the garden, enjoy some tea and visit the Abbey Church, and most pleasing of all I even saw some of them pick up the contact cards. So there is a small challenge: if a visitor chanced in to explore your Church, what resources would they find which would invite them to explore faith?
Last year I was in Portugal. It being hot and I wanting to be cool I was dressed in shorts and a T-shirt. The T-shirt happened to have the logo of the At Your Word Lord programme and the words ‘Renewal in the Diocese of Westminster’. This was the trigger for two people to talk to me. OK, this was Fatima, and it is no surprise that the first was a devout Catholic with friends in London who were involved in the programme. But the other person who came up was an English tourist curious enough to come and see this pilgrimage site but bemused as to what was going on yet intrigued by the devotion she observed. We had a great, natural conversation. Now I am not suggesting that you walk around tourist centres with a big sign saying ‘talk to me’. But I am saying that there are graced opportunities of meeting people in which faith can be shared.
But even outside the holiday hotspots. Summer is a time when parents are desperate for things to occupy their children. Holiday events for youngsters, even explicitly teaching opportunities are welcome. I know many communities, often ecumenically, will put on camps and activities. However, I get the feeling that there are fewer of them today than once there were – just at the time when their need is even greater.
Every community deserves some summer fun. Warm long evenings make ideal opportunities for social events. Why not have a parish barbecue? This could be such a wonderful, open, non-threatening event. It’s the sort of thing that it is so easy to invite family and friends and give people an experience of the Catholic Church at play (one of the most attractive qualities of our community to my mind).
Now please note, I am not advocating working when you should be resting. Summer is there to be enjoyed. Relaxation and recreation is important. But I do pose the question; when people outside the Church are open to the Gospel are we open to them?
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