Spirit, Spirituality and Evangelisation

Bart Simpson wriggles out of responsibility by claiming ‘I didn’t do it: Christians declare ‘not to us, not us, but to the Lord’s name be the glory’ (Ps 115). When it comes to evangelisation this attitude isn’t our excuse but our empowerment. It isn’t our achievement but God’s. Evangelisation is fundamentally the work of God in which we have the privilege to participate. Mission grows out the heart of the Holy Trinity. Jesus is both the messenger and message of the Gospel. The primary evangeliser is the Holy Spirit. God’s active love communicates itself directly to the world and through the Church. God does it. 

The feast of Pentecost celebrates that God’s Spirit is active in the company of believers and sends us out into the world where that same Spirit is already moving among those who shall see and hear us. This is the inner secret of our world, the inner truth of our Church and the inner grace of every baptised Christian. God himself makes his home in us. He gives us his own Spirit so that we can share his joy and take part in his work. God blesses us for a purpose; he makes us his to join with him in his great project of his Kingdom.

Talk of the Holy Spirit should naturally lead to Spirituality. The mystical element of Christianity derives from the indwelling of the Spirit. Spirituality is about God’s Holy Spirit active in the world, in the Church and in our innermost selves. Words get loaded with approval or disapproval; religion is bad: spirituality is good. There is a contradiction here: religion is but a public and corporate form of spirituality and you cannot have one without the other. However spirituality is seen as personal, interior and about relationship with the transcendent and the universal – all things Christians rejoice in. 

Spirituality connects with evangelisation in at least three ways: spirituality as a vehicle of evangelisation; spirituality of evangelisation and spirituality for evangelisation. Through our spirituality we should announce the good news of Jesus in such a way as others can receive it, we should understand and love the world we are to evangelise and we should be given the power to be evangelisers.

As part of evangelisation today Christians should honour the true insights of contemporary spirituality and share with those who are genuine seekers the riches of our own spiritual traditions. And what a rich treasury we have! It is a thing to celebrate that booksellers’ shelves groan with works on Celtic Spirituality, Benedictine Spirituality, Franciscan Spirituality, Ignatian Spirituality and all the other well springs of Christian insight well able to hold their own in the marketplace against the transient charms of New Age competition. Such spirituality becomes a way of evangelising. It attracts people to Christ and enables them to hear his invitation to new life and experience it.

By the ‘Spirituality of Evangelisation’ I mean that spiritual sense which locates us in mission. It is a spirituality that commits us to follow our missionary God into the world he loves. It is the inner gift which expresses itself in outward discipleship: the Spirit in our heart impels our feet to walk with our neighbours. Such spirituality of evangelisation discerns the movement of the Spirit. It loves the people God loves. It demands that we become ‘experts in humanity’ as we read ‘the signs of the times’. The Spirituality of Evangelisation is necessarily outward looking as the Gospel of Christ encounters and transforms all that is human.

Spirituality for Evangelisation is what equips us to be evangelisers. As such it draws on the sources of faith, particularly scripture and prayer and above all our own encounter with the living God as essential resources. Here are the conscious acts of devotion and discipline which not only underscore our mission but which enable us to be missionary. Such spirituality is both engine and fuel driving us onwards. It is in our sacramental practices, in our personal prayer, in the corporate prayer of the Church and our continual reflection on Scripture.

The Holy Spirit chooses all of these to be moments of revelation. Spirituality is a proclamation of the Gospel, it is a sensitive and open orientation towards those outside the Church and it is the power we need to be evangelisers. We in CASE have gathered together resources for Pentecost which are designed to help us in all these dimensions. They can be downloaded from our website: www.caseresources.org.uk.
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