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For immediate release

      
                  

Monday 4th April 2005

Papal Tribute:

National Mission Chief Pays Personal Tribute to the

“Greatest Evangelist of Modern Times”

Mgr Barltrop, Director of the Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE), said today:

“His Holiness, Pope John Paul II is undeniably the greatest evangelist of modern times. He leaves us an evangelising legacy that will mark the Church for many future generations. It is no coincidence that his own death was so firmly linked to the Feast of the Divine Mercy. In a world so threatened by evil in all its many forms, he boldly proclaimed the message of God’s infinite mercy for all people’s, as an apostle of hope. It’s a message that so many of our contemporaries need to hear and it’s our duty to share it with them.”

“The example of His Holiness gave Catholics worldwide a sense of confidence combined with humility, that we do have something wonderful to offer the world – the message of the Gospel. He should be remembered as John Paul The Great not merely because of the longevity of his reign, but because his Papacy covered so many different aspects of life in such depth. He showed that the Gospel affected every aspect of life and he applied the Gospel to questions about human dignity, defence of the poor, the protection of life and this application extended to his work with those from other faiths. In all this, he showed to perfection, that Christ is the answer to all human questions and he boldly proclaimed this reality.”

“Finally, even through his suffering and death, John Paul II witnessed to the message of the Gospel. His Holiness, lived what he proclaimed until his last breath, always pointing others to the person of Jesus Christ. His lasting legacy is that he challenges us all, in all circumstances, to do the same. We will miss him, but will continue to be inspired by his fearless evangelising example in the years ahead.”

A full transcript of Mgr Barltrop’s comments, and a range of free evangelisation resources, can be accessed from the Agency’s web site:  www.caseresources.org.uk  Meanwhile for non-Catholic enquirers please see: www.life4seekers.co.uk  The CASE team can be contacted at: 114 West Heath Road, London. NW3 7TX    Tel: 0208 458 3316. 
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