Pentecost Scripture Reflection
Making plans and carrying them out as best we can is a normal part of human life and has its place in the Church. The talk has to be ready or the papers prepared for the meeting. Bills have to be paid by a certain date, and journeys planned. But how do you prepare for the evangelisation of the whole world?

Woody Allen is once supposed to have said, “80% of life is just about turning up.” In a sense all the apostles had to do for Pentecost was just be there: “When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in one room.” What happened next was an explosion which none of them could have predicted or planned for, nor had Jesus instructed them to do anything but wait for the power that would be given them. If they had made any plans to carry out his command to preach the Gospel to every creature, the event of Pentecost would have made them look extremely foolish.

Yet in another sense the whole of the last three years with Jesus had been one long preparation for this day. Not the kind of preparation a company makes in order to start producing a new model of car from the factory, with every stage meticulously planned to take account of the market and the technicalities of production. Rather the kind of preparation a gardener makes at the end of winter to clear the ground for the new life about to burst forth.

This enables us to see the feast of Pentecost as the culmination of the whole season of Lent. Pruned like the disciples from those human fears and sins which limit God’s grace, we are now ready, not to put our own plans into action to save the world, still less to shrink in fear from what God asks, but to spread our sails to the powerful wind of the Spirit who fills the whole earth with the knowledge and love of God.

