CASE BIRTHDAY PARTY – DIRECTOR’S PRESENTATION

A warm welcome to all our guests. Thank you for joining us today, especially those who have travelled a long way.
I’d like to begin by making a tribute to His Holiness, Pope John Paul II, who can only be described as the greatest evangelist of modern times.
His Holiness, leaves us an evangelising legacy that will mark the Church for many future generations. It is no coincidence that his own death was so firmly linked to the Feast of the Divine Mercy. In a world so threatened by evil in all its many forms, he boldly proclaimed the message of God’s infinite mercy for all people’s, as an apostle of hope. It’s a message that so many of our contemporaries need to hear and it’s our duty to share it with them.

The example of the late Holy Father gave Catholics worldwide a sense of confidence combined with humility, that we do have something wonderful to offer the world – the message of the Gospel. He should be remembered as John Paul The Great not merely because of the longevity of his reign, but because his Papacy covered so many different aspects of life in such depth. He showed that the Gospel affected every aspect of life and he applied the Gospel to questions about human dignity, defence of the poor, the protection of life and this application extended to his work with those from other faiths. In all this, he showed to perfection, that Christ is the answer to all human questions and he boldly proclaimed this reality.

Even through his suffering and death, John Paul II witnessed to the message of the Gospel. He lived what he proclaimed until his last breath, always pointing others to the person of Jesus Christ. His lasting legacy is that he challenges us all, in all circumstances, to do the same. We will miss him, but will continue to be inspired by his fearless evangelising example in the years ahead.
This is something myself and other team members have had the privilege to publicly testify to in a series of media interviews for Sky News and ITV News over the past week. The CASE team are proud to have the Holy Father as one of their most inspirational role models.
CASE itself was born 18 months ago, but was officially launched in April 2004. I would like to tell you a few stories about what we have done since then, and to draw out, however briefly, what these stories tell us about the state of evangelisation in England and Wales today , before going on to present some of our future plans and ending with a challenge. The presentation will last about 20 minutes.

1. People sometimes ask us if we actually do street evangelisation, and while some of the younger team members have done this, we are all certainly familiar with the motorways. Let’s begin with the M6, which leads, among other places, to Maryvale Institute, Birmingham. On October 9th last year I found myself there in front of about 60 adult students launching a brand new course on Evangelisation and Ministry, the core module for which I had spent the last year writing, as a commentary on Novo Millennio Ineunte. A few weeks ago Clare Ford did the same for the second module, on evangelisation in parishes.

The students were from parishes and new movements, and all exhibited a great hunger to learn. What this taught us was the intimate link between evangelisation and catechesis, something which is to be enshrined in the new Department for evangelisation and catechesis of which Bishop Malcolm is Chair, which will have its first meeting six days from now. Those who have begun to get involved with evangelisation develop strong motivation to learn more about their faith. Conversely, the feeling of not knowing enough about it is one of the main factors inhibiting Catholics from evangelising. We look forward to the opportunities for working even more closely with those involved in catechesis which the new Department will give us. The Maryvale course is just one example of many such teaching activities we have done this year.
2. Now to the M4. Some might call Glastonbury the New Age Spiritual Centre of England. The parish there wanted to evangelise those who come for the famous Rock festival, so the two Clares joined parishioners and other groups to put together a package of resources for this. The Church was made as visitor friendly as possible, and teams handed out leaflets and rosaries on the streets. Many people were touched by this outreach, which shows us that there are many “ordinary Catholics” who have a not so ordinary desire to evangelise, but who need encouragement, training and resources to do so. It also shows the potential our church buildings have for evangelisation, and the great opportunity offered by local events.

3. Nearer to home, the M1, A1 and M25 converge on All Saints, London Colney, where in November a conference was hosted jointly by CASE and the ecumenical agency Building Bridges of Hope, at which various practitioners told their stories of evangelisation and discussed issues arising. Adult Formation workers, other diocesan officers, members of Parishes, Initiatives and Movements all mingled together, thus fulfilling one of the tasks given CASE by the bishops, to involve new movements as well as parishes and diocesan workers in  the joint evangelisation enterprise of the Church. The event, which will lead to  a book written mainly by Fr Philip Knights, also showed the great interest other churches have in Catholic evangelisation and the fruitfulness of working together with them, which we do in many other ways as well, for example in promoting study on the spirituality of those outside the churches.

4. The M40 leads, after negotiating some minor roads, to the House of the Open Door in the Cotswolds. No presentation of our work would be complete without a mention of young people, and here in January Clare Ford led some training on Youth Evangelisation. [A sentence from CF on what actually happened]. Last autumn we were also involved with the launch of the Ezekiel project in Northampton diocese to reach out to young people in parishes and schools. All round the country our young people are showing us the way in new forms of evangelisation, but they need above all training, and CASE is delighted to help.

5. Finally what about the inner motorway of cyberspace. Our CASE website  produces parish resources for Pentecost, Home Mission Sunday, Christmas and Easter, strictly practical help for parishioners with titles like “ten tips for evangelising at Christmas”, or help for priests on using the Christmas and Easter season to preach evangelistically to the lapsed, marginal Catholics and visitors. Our CEO website, regularly updated like the CASE site, life4seekers.org.uk, is a state of the art appeal to those looking for the truth, and we receive many enquiries, ranging from the encouraging – “How do I actually go about becoming a Catholic?”, to the unusual – “How do I get myself excommunicated?” (Answers on a postcard, please.) The power of the internet for evangelisation has repeatedly been stressed both by the Holy See and our own bishops, and we are delighted to be at the forefront of this, in good partnership also with the recently re-launched Catholic Communications Network.
CASE has most recently entered public debate, at a national level, surrounding the truth of controversial claims made by Dan Brown’s bestseller, the Da Vinci Code. The CEO has received a number of enquiries from confused readers of the book. When news broke that a Cardinal had been appointed at The Vatican to publicly refute the claims made by this so called “fact based” novel, the CASE office was called for comment. A team member was involved in a live news programme on BBC iii about the book and also did thirteen live local radio interviews covering audiences from Newcastle to the Channel Islands, with a total audience of around 1.5 million.

Time precludes me from making more than a passing reference to some of our main Future Projects: [ad lib on:]

· Assembly Materials for Schools (there is a huge demand for this).

· Buildings Project
· Worth Abbey TV Project
· Seekers’ Centres

· Directory of Evangelisation Processes

All this poses great challenges for the Catholic community in England and Wales. Catholics still have too much suspicion of evangelisation and make excuses for not doing it:  perhaps we would be offending others, or manipulating them. At the end of Evangelii Nuntiandi, whose 30th anniversary we and Sion will be celebrating this December in Westminster Cathedral Hall, Pope Paul VI says: 
It would certainly be an error to impose something on the consciences of our brethren. But to propose to their consciences the truth of the Gospel and salvation in Jesus Christ, with complete clarity and with a total respect for the free options which it presents- Is it a crime against others' freedom to proclaim with joy a Good News which one has come to know through the Lord's mercy? (80)
The Catholic Church in England and Wales has a magnificent record of social involvement and activism for justice, activities which are a powerful witness to the Gospel, but not such a strong one on explicit evangelisation. We seem to think that somewhere along the line England and Wales were given a papal dispensation from being the light of the world, and can concentrate on just being the salt of the earth,  hidden away.

In this anniversary year of the great encyclical, I cannot do better than close with its final exhortation:

“Let us therefore preserve our fervour of spirit. Let us preserve the delightful and comforting joy of evangelizing, even when it is in tears that we must sow. May it mean for us- as it did for a multitude of splendid evangelizers all through the Church's history- an interior enthusiasm that nobody and nothing can quench. May it be the great joy of our consecrated lives. And may the world of our time, which is searching, sometimes with anguish, sometimes with hope, be enabled to receive the Good News not from evangelizers who are dejected, discouraged, impatient or anxious, but from ministers of the Gospel whose lives glow with fervour, who have first received the joy of Christ, and who are willing to risk their lives so that the kingdom may be proclaimed and the Church established in the midst of the world.”
Yes, CASE has “Good News about Good News.”

