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Embargo - Thursday May 25th
                  


Thursday May 18th 2006
Interview Opportunity
New Resource Showcases ‘Evangelisation Explosion’ 
In England and Wales
Statistics being highlighted at the launch of a national resource this week show that awareness and involvement in Catholic evangelisation in England and Wales has “exploded.” 

Created by the Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE), which is an agency of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, the Evangelisation Directory provides a previously unseen contemporary profile of the activities of the Catholic community.  In a European  audit carried out by the Association of Co-ordinators of Catholic Schools of Evangelisation (ACCSE), in the year 2000, there were only three official entries for evangelistic activity in England and Wales.  The new Evangelisation Directory includes more than 250 entries.  Mgr Keith Barltrop is Director of CASE and said, “This truly is good news for the Catholic community.  We’ve seen an explosion of evangelistic awareness and activity in recent years and this new Directory aims practically to enthuse, equip and engage all tiers of the church publicly to celebrate and share their faith.”

CASE was set-up by the Bishops in 2003 to serve and support the Church in the task of evangelisation.  Since that time their workload has increased beyond recognition.  In the past year, working alongside many different partners, the team has travelled across England and Wales, their website for enquirers has peaked at more than 24 000 monthly visitors compared to 9000 this time last year, and there is increasingly six months notice needed for training events.  Of the new resource, Bishop Malcolm McMahon of Nottingham Diocese, who nationally holds overall responsibility for Catholic Evangelisation, said, “Evangelisation is the most important issue facing the church today and this tool is an immense help to that task.   Every Catholic should have a copy. It’s invaluable and promises to be of immense practical use to all tiers of the Church. It is in itself a great sign of hope.” 
Nationally and locally the Church seems to be increasingly seizing and responding to opportunities which present themselves; such as BBC 2’s The Monastery programme and responding to The Da Vinci Code.  The content of the Directory suggests that in response to this, more and more groups, communities and individuals are offering themselves in service of the task of evangelisation.  Mgr Barltrop added, “It’s inspirational to see how many people are already giving of their time and talents to this work.   For those who aren’t yet directly involved, the new Directory contains something for everyone.  If you’re not sure what Catholic evangelisation is and isn’t, this Directory is for you.  If you do feel that you understand it but are looking for resources to help you respond, this resource is for you.  I invite you to join us in making an even bigger ‘evangelistic explosion’ in England and Wales.”
The Directory aims to be an easily accessible one stop shop where people can find resources and practical help.  It has taken two years to make and comes in two forms; it is available as a printed ‘Directory’ and a free on-line database found at: www.caseresources.org.uk , featuring eleven sections from Youth Resources and Parish Formation materials to links to spiritual materials for ‘Ipods.’   The resource costs £5 and is of potential use to Catholic parishes, groups, schools, communities, individuals and families and showcases a diverse cross section of resources and groups. 
The team at CASE welcomes correspondence from anyone who would like to appear in the second edition which will be published at a future date.  In the meantime, the Directory will be regularly up-dated on line. For more information and for orders please contact CASE, 114 West Heath Road, London. NW3 7TX. Email: info@caseresources.org.uk  Tel. 020 8458 3316 
ENDS
For Editors / Journalists

For interviews and more information please contact Clare Ward at CASE. 
Tel. 0770 939 1998. Email: Clare.Ward@caseresources.org.uk
Alternatively please contact: Maggie Doherty, Media Officer, Catholic Communications Network (CCN). Tel. 020 7901 4802 Mobile: 07760 251 954  Email: Maggie.Doherty@cbcew.org.uk 
A photograph is available on request.

Notes
· CASE stands for the Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation which is an Agency of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. It was set up by the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales to enthuse, engage and equip the Catholic community for the task of evangelisation.  It runs a website for Christians which can be found at: www.caseresources.org.uk  It’s second website is for non-Catholic enquirers and can be found at: www.life4seekers.co.uk 
· ACCSE’s European audit can be viewed at:  http://www.evangelization2000.org/europe.htm#UNITED_KINGDOM
· To receive a free copy of the Evangelisation Directory please contact Clare Ward at CASE.

· There will be a press briefing on Thursday May 25th, at 2.30pm. Venue: Pontifical Mission Societies, 23, Eccleston Square, London. SW1V 1NU. The interviewees available are: Mgr Keith Barltrop, National Director, The Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE), Matthew van Duyvenbode, Founding Member and Manager of The Ezekiel Project, and Emily Davis, Youth Development Co-ordinator at Catholic Evangelisation Services (CaFE). 
· There will be an opportunity for journalists to attend a CASE training event on June 24th in Reading. Please contact CASE if you would like to attend.
· Fr Philip Knights is the Editor of the Directory, a priest of the Diocese of Westminster and a Team Member of CASE.  Previously he was a missioner with the Catholic Missionary Society and the co-author with Andrea Murray of Evangelisation in England and Wales: a report to the Catholic Bishops (CBCEW 2002). He is also available for interview on request.
· The on-line Directory will be available from Monday 22nd May.
