Issued in advance of CASE’s First Birthday Party                                                        Tuesday 29th March 2005
Advance Summary Sheet: CASE Director’s Birthday Party Presentation

To be given on April 6th 2005

A full transcript of Mgr Barltrop’s presentation is available on the CASE web site: www.caseresources.org.uk  Also see the attached press release.

· During the past year since launch, CASE has been given a unique inside view of the state of evangelisation in England and Wales.

· Catholics often feel “they do not know enough” about the faith to enable them to share it. This suggests that there is an intimate link between evangelisation and catechesis.  

· There is no lack of desire among ordinary Catholics to evangelise, but they do need encouragement, training, and resources to enable them to do it. CASE is in a unique position to serve the Catholic community in these ways. 
· The Church has a wonderful resource in the number of Church buildings it has. Cathedrals, for example, have huge potential to be used as tools of evangelisation. 

· There is a healthy interest in Catholic evangelisation in other Christian churches and an ever growing desire to work together on joint initiatives.

· In many parts of the country it is groups of young people who are leading the way with new and innovative evangelisation projects. 

· Increasingly the internet and the media are being used by the Catholic community as a means of proclaiming the Gospel message. CASE runs a web site for the Catholic community found at: www.caseresources.org.uk. The Agency also runs a site for non-Catholic enquirers found at: www.life4seekers.co.uk
· The Church must ever more actively engage with modern culture if it is to effectively evangelise.

· There is still a tendency for Catholics to have too much suspicion of evangelisation and to make excuses for not doing it.

· We must remind ourselves that is it not a crime to present the truth of the Gospel. There needs to be more explicit evangelisation.

· No one in England and Wales has been given a Papal dispensation from being the light of the world. Our faith cannot be kept hidden.

· We need to more readily glow with enthusiasm for our faith, even to the point of risking our lives for our beliefs.

In all of the above areas, CASE is actively engaged in training and resource creation so as to equip the Catholic community to more effectively evangelise. The Agency is actively working in partnership with a number of Catholic agencies, groups and individuals across England and Wales.   
