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Tuesday 29th March 2005

Zeal abounding, but “feelings of ignorance” urgently need addressing
Missionary zeal abounds in the Catholic community in England and Wales, but obstructive “feelings of ignorance” urgently need to be addressed, said the national mission chief this week.
Mgr Keith Barltrop was speaking in advance of the first birthday party of the Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE) of which he is Director. The Agency was launched last April by the Bishops’ of England and Wales to train, resource and equip Catholics in the task of evangelisation. Mgr Barltrop said: “Many ‘ordinary Catholics’ have a not so ordinary desire to share their faith and it is a wonderful to see. However, they often feel crippled in their zeal because they don’t feel they know enough about their faith to enable them to share it. This is one of the principal factors currently obstructing Church growth. One of CASE’s most urgent tasks is to work with Catholic agencies, groups and individuals to help address this situation at a national level. To this end, we are deeply committed to working with a wide range of partners in Christian formation in England and Wales.”  
Around fifty people representing all tiers of Church life will gather for the birthday celebration on April 6th at the CASE H.Q. in Hampstead, North London. Displays will showcase the strides the new Agency has taken during its first twelve months and they will highlight the existence of a plethora of evangelisation activities in England and Wales. Mgr Barltrop added: “We live in missionary times, and can not make excuses for not sharing our faith. Now is the time to cast off the remnants of ‘suspicion’ of evangelisation. Some of us may feel inadequate for the task, but we must find our strength and confidence in Christ. Despite our ‘feelings’ we have to grasp that it isn’t a crime to share the truth of the Gospel. Even if we don’t know all the answers, our interior enthusiasm for Jesus must find external expression. No Catholic in England and Wales has been given an ‘evangelisation’ dispensation. Equipped with prayer, the sacraments, the Bible and the teachings of the Church, together, as a community, as a parish, as individual light bearers, we must witness to our faith.” 

Guest of honour at the April 6th celebration will be Rt Rev. Malcolm McMahon, Bishop of Nottingham, who will be the main celebrant at the Mass of Thanksgiving which will be offered for the work of Agency. He said: “The first birthday of CASE is a tremendously exciting development. The task of effectively sharing and celebrating our faith is the most pressing task for the Catholic Church in this country. CASE is an invaluable resource for the Catholic community.”

Amongst the year one achievements of the agency is the co-writing of a new course on Evangelisation and Ministry, which is offered by the Maryvale Institute, Birmingham. Team members have been involved in helping to run a mission in Glastonbury which targeted festival go-ers to the world famed annual Rock Festival. A CASE Forum was run in October which brought together Catholics and non-Catholic evangelists to share resources and to pray. A National Evangelisation Directory of Resources is being written and will be published on-line in July. Assembly materials are being piloted for primary and secondary schools. The Catholic Enquiry Office, amongst a number of new developments, is currently piloting a Seeker Centre for “spiritual explorers” in North Wales.

A full transcript of Mgr Barltrop’s comments, and a range of free evangelisation resources, can be accessed from the Agency’s web site:  www.caseresources.org.uk  Meanwhile for non-Catholic enquirers please see: www.life4seekers.co.uk  The CASE team can be contacted at: 114 West Heath Road, London. NW3 7TX    Tel: 0208 458 3316. 
Email: info@caseresources.org.uk
For journalists

Photograph 1: The CASE Team with Rt Rev Malcolm McMahon, Bishop of Nottingham. 

From left: Fr Philip Knights, Clare Ward, Rt Rev Malcolm McMahon, Mgr Keith Barltrop, Clare Ford.   
Photograph 2: The home page of the CASE web site which offers free evangelisation resources and information about evangelisation training, groups and courses.

Additional photographs can be supplied on request.
An advance summary sheet of Mgr Barltrop’s Birthday Party presentation is also attached.

For more information please contact Clare Ward.
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