Reaching out to visitors at Christmas
Over Christmas and the New Year a parish can expect to see considerable numbers of people who do not normally attend Church. Many of them will be “lapsed” or “resting” Catholics who are perhaps visiting relatives over Christmas, while others will have little or no connection with the Church.

How do we feel about such visitors? We might ask, why do they only come at Christmas? They clearly don’t know how to behave in Church….  One or two may even be the worse for wear at Midnight Mass!

On the other hand we could try to ask how God sees them. Maybe the spark of faith is just alive in their hearts. Maybe some personal search or difficulty known only to God has brought them to Church this Christmas. Maybe some hurt inflicted by the Church in the past has been temporarily overcome by the warmth of the season. 
And maybe some gesture or words on our part could make all the difference. Here are some ideas. 

1. Have some parishioners giving out hymn books / newsletters at the back of Church, and brief them on giving a special welcome to newcomers.

2. Make a special point at the beginning and end of the liturgy of saying how pleased we are to see new faces among us.

3. Include a short paragraph in the newsletter welcoming those visiting for the first time or after a long gap.

4. Put on display some simple cards placed near the Crib, Christmas tree, font, statues, etc., giving explanations as to the purpose and place of these objects in Catholic worship. (For some examples, see our Christmas Traditions Uncovered). 

5. Make one of these objects a special focus for “seekers” or “returning Catholics” and write a simple prayer geared specially for them on a sheet nearby. Refer to this in the welcome and newsletter article. A sample prayer can be found at the bottom of this list.

6. Prepare a sheet to hand out with the newsletter laying stress on what the Church can offer to “seekers”: e.g., times the Church may be open for prayer, RCIA group, other services open to all such as a mother and baby group.

7. Advertise and draw special attention to the Catholic Enquiry Office materials. Ask us for copies of our leaflet “What is a Catholic?” and the cards advertising our website, www.life4seekers.co.uk



8. Once or twice during the Liturgy itself give an explanation of what is going on in terms of the very basic Gospel message. This must be done sensitively and sparingly, since the liturgy should speak for itself.
9. Make a colourful display for the Church porch or even outside the Church specifically welcoming those who visit Church infrequently but may be with you this Christmas.

10. Have a sheet of thought-provoking and inspirational quotes about the Christmas season or the New Year that people can take home and mull over. 

PRAYER FOR SEEKERS
Lord, look with love on me and on all those close to me. You know what is in our hearts, the joys and the hurts, the good things we have done and our weaknesses. Now I open my heart to you and ask for your light and your guidance. Through the grace of this season give me the grace to make a new start and to find new strength in you. AMEN.
