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An excellent family activity can be to retell the Christmas story stage by stage, and to make links to corresponding situations nowadays.  As a family, you may wish to do this stage by stage in the final few days before Christmas, or at staggered intervals throughout the day of Christmas Eve.  Alternatively, you could cut up the story into parts, ask your children to sequence them and illustrate each stage, or if you have older children, they could suggest similar contemporary situations, or explore what happens next with the flight into Egypt.  The basic stages of the Nativity Story are listed in chronological order below. However you choose to share the story, whether through art or drama, it’s a good idea to also pray through each stage.  For each one, you could:

· read the Gospel extract,
· have a moment of silent reflection,
· before finishing with a short prayer of intercession.
You may need to explain that each time the prayer finishes “Maranatha…” (pronounced Ma-ra-nath-a) to which we respond, “Come Lord Jesus.” Maranatha is Aramaic (the language Jesus and His first followers used on a day to day basis) and means “Come Lord, come.”  This was a favourite prayer of the earliest Christians who believed Jesus’s Second Coming would happen really soon.  2000 years later, we make this prayer our own as we continue to wait for Jesus’s return in glory.  Lighting the candles of a family Advent Wreath, one by one, can help make the moment more prayerful, and remind children that Jesus is the Light of the World.
Annunciation

Luke 1:26-38
Prayer for young mothers

Joseph’s Dream
Matthew 1:18-24

Prayer for those who bring up (other people’s) children 

Journey to Bethlehem
Luke 2:1-5

Prayer for those in occupied countries

No room at the inn

Luke 2:6-7

Prayer for those who are homeless

Shepherds come to see Jesus

Luke 2:8-20

Prayer for those who are poor, including our attitude to poor people (the shepherds were considered outcasts)
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Wise Men come to visit Jesus

Matthew 2:1-12

Prayer for racial justice (Magi came from different continents)

Annunciation

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Hail Mary, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” 

But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name Him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to Him the throne of His ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”
The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; He will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.”
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 


        Luke 1:26-38
We pray for all young mothers, especially those bringing up children in difficult circumstances.

We ask God to give them, and us, patience.

Maranatha… COME LORD JESUS.

Joseph’s Dream

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous* man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. *[You may need to explain that Joseph didn’t want to get married to Mary now as it seemed she had been with someone else, but he also didn’t want to make a fuss in public as she would have been stoned to death for adultery.]

But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 

When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but he did not have marital relations with her.









Mt 1:18-24

We pray for all those who are involved in looking after other people’s children.

We ask God to give them, and us, understanding.

Maranatha… COME LORD JESUS.


Journey to Bethlehem

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. [This census was so the Romans knew who to collect taxes from]. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.

Luke 2:1-5
We pray for all those people who are not free because their country is being ruled unfairly.

We ask God to give them, and us, encouragement.

Maranatha… COME LORD JESUS.
No room at the inn

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.


   Luke 2:6-7

We pray for all those who are homeless this Christmas.

We pray for anyone who needs forgiveness in their family.

We ask God to give them, and us, hope.

Maranatha… COME LORD JESUS.

Shepherds come to see Jesus

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom He favours!” 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us..” 

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.









Luke 2:8-20

We pray for all those people who are poor in anyway, at home or abroad.  We pray that we might have a positive, not a patronising, attitude towards those who are less fortunate than ourselves.

We ask God to give them, and us, comfort.

Maranatha… COME LORD JESUS.
Wise Men come to visit Jesus
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed His star at its rising, and have come to pay Him homage.” 

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found Him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay Him homage.” 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary His mother; and they knelt down and paid Him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
    Mt 2:1-12

We pray for peace between peoples of different nations and cultures.

We pray that we will find a better way to solve problems than through the growing violence of continual conflict.

We ask God to give them, and us, tolerance.

Maranatha… COME LORD JESUS.
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Sharing the Story of the First Christmas














