French Cardinal Invites "Initiative Led" Evangelisation


A leading French Cardinal speaking at an international gathering in Paris last week encouraged Christians from across Europe to engage in "initiative led" evangelisation. 


Speaking at the International Congress for the New Evangelisation (ICNE) in Notre Dame Cathedral, the Archbishop of Paris, His Eminence Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, reflected that nowadays non-Christians need to be met where they are at. Preaching on Luke 13: 10 -17 (the Healing of a Crippled Woman on the Sabbath), the Cardinal said: "Jesus goes to meet this woman who wasn't asking for anything special. He takes the initiative to go and meet her........As Jesus took the initiative, we his servants must do the same." 


The Cardinal added that the Catholic community must be ever more courageous in its proclamation of Christ. He said: "If the Church first seeks to give herself a good public image, she would be better retiring to the desert. Image is not important. What is important is to have the courage and the right attitude, even if it leads to being ridiculed. The truth will always touch people's hearts in the end." 


The Paris gathering is the second of five Congresses which will be held across Europe between 2003 - 2007, last year's event being held in Vienna, Austria. The overall aim of the Paris event, which ran from October 23rd - November 1st, was to highlight the urgent necessity for the Church in Europe to engage in active evangelisation. Activities at the Congress included more than 500 city wide projects and mission concerts, and specialists from across the world gathered to lead more than 250 workshops covering topics such as “Dialogue with Muslims” and “Training Couples for Mission”.


Over thirty British representatives joined approximately 3000 delegates from a total of twenty countries. The English and Welsh group was coordinated by the Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE) which was set-up by the Bishops of England and Wales earlier this year to assist all tiers of the Church in mission. The Rt. Rev. Bishop Ambrose Griffiths, Retired Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, was with the U.K. group and said: "It is a tremendous inspiration to meet and share with so many young and old people who are full of love and faith, and ready to do anything to share it with others. We all can do it if we trust in God. He gives us the courage."


Preparations are now underway for next year's Congress which will take place in Lisbon, Portugal. As the Paris delegates journey home, they now each face the challenge of ensuring that the lessons learnt during ICNE Paris bear lasting fruit across the world.  
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