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SUNDERLAND this week for-
mally adopted as its patron saint
St Benedict Biscop, who found-
ed the north east city 1,300 years
ago.

The Bishop of Hexham and Newcas-
tle, Kevin Dunn, was among faith lead-
ers who attended the ceremony at St
Peter’s Church, Sunderland this week, and
the move could be set to inspire other
towns and cities across the country to
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atron,” said city council market-

gelisation training programme.

YOUNG people from across England and
Wales braved the January frosts last week
to take part in an inspirational youth evan-

Organised by the Catholic Agency to Sup-
port Evangelisation, the three-day event took
place at the House of the Open Door Com-
munity in Broadway, Worcestershire. The
brainchild of Beccy Burke, co-leader of the
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ing world heritage status for the monas-
teries built at both Sunderland and
Jarrow in the seventh century, Ms Elliott
said: “It's a bit of both.”

A council statement said St Benedict
Biscop, who is known to Catholics as St
Benet and is credited with introducing
stained glass windows to British church-
es, is “one of the most powerful influences

Yogstrs are inspired to evangelise

Ezekiel Project, a dynamic youth mission of
Northampton Diocese, the gathering aimed
to explore what is distinctive about a
Catholic understanding of evangelisation and
how that might be used in a youth context.

“The group of young people that gathered
were absolutely excellent,” said CASE team
member Clare Ford. “They are a really bright
sign of hope to the Church and the world.”

razed in an arson attack by a pari

is the latest disaster to befall the Yokohama
church, one of the country’s most unlucky,
but resolute landmarks, The fire was the fourth
time that the neo-Gothic building has been
destroyed in its 140 year history. (The Times)

THE Church of England saw a ‘small but
significant’ increase in attendance in 2003,
a sign that its long-term decline may have
slowed. Officials said the figures were signs
of genuine growth, but critics warned its
future remained bleak as it was failing to
attract young people. (Daily Telegraph)

aborts foetuses by injecting

NEW Government targets to halve mercury
It issions caused by metal fillings in teeth
are expected to push up the price of crema-
tions sharply. Funeral directors estimate that
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film that portrays a 1950s backstreet €.

abortionist, for demonstrating an abortion B
technique that could result in copy-cat
deaths among expectant mothers. The
eponymous heroine of Mike Leigh’s film
soapy water into

the wombs of young girls. (Daily Telegraph)

glass.

St Benet is also held to have introduced
the idea of singing in churches, which was
originally a Roman tradition, and was the
mentor for the Venerable Bede, the fa-
istian scholar who studied at the
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Devoted to the Lord:
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Liverpool Archdiocese,
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Coulborn of Youth

g 2000 discuss the
importance of personal
witness and holiness.
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PLEASE SEND A DONATIC

Your gift, no matter how small, will be gratefully recei
WITHOUT DEDUCTION to missionaries on the
sfogide food, clean water, blankets, clothing, cooking
the traumatised tsunami victims in Sr Lanka, Inde
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