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Youth Give Prophetic Vision of 

Unified Mission Church 

Around 1500 people took part in what’s been described as a “prophetic mission” to young people in London last week-end. 

In an unprecedented gathering, for three nights, young people from all the main Christian denominations gave public witness to their faith at the heart of city life. The event included processions from St Paul’s, Westminster Abbey and to Westminster Cathedral. The Most Revd Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, presided at the Friday evening event and said: “I think that young people will always respond to a faith that is presented with depth, and the worship we have shared this evening has shown that depth and richness. We have much to learn from this as we grow together”.

The mission was the brainchild of a vibrant monastic community called the Fraternity of Jesus, who are based in Italy. Thirty monks and nuns, mostly under the age of 35, came over to London especially to animate the events which found their focal point in the Christian scriptures. Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster, Rt. Rev Bernard Longley, attended the event at Holy Apostles Church in Pimlico and said, “It’s wonderful to be able to spend time in prayer and fellowship with the brothers and sisters of the Fraternity of Jesus especially during this week of prayer for Christian unity. These are young people living out their vocation for love of Christ and they’re drawing young people together from all our Churches to renew the experience of the joy of faith”.

The theme of the week-end was Jesus the Fullness of Life, and speakers emphasised that our point of unity as Christians was to be found in the Word of God. Each event combined a rich mix of both traditional monastic style song and contemporary worship and Gospel music. Eighteen year old, Sadia McEwen from North London, and a member of the congregation at Westminster Central Hall, attended the event at Westminster Cathedral on Sunday evening and said, “I thought it was fantastic. It was a great experience and I really enjoyed myself”. Meanwhile, Twenty eight year old, Agniescha Moroz, from St Margaret of Scotland’s RC Parish in Twickenham said, “The singing was wonderful. You can really feel the unity between us. It’s amazing!”

Supporters of the mission included Alpha and the Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE). Hopes now run high that a similar event may be repeated at a future date. Londoner, Br. Peter Kingsley, is a member of the Fraternity of Jesus and said: “This event surpassed our expectations. It truly showed young people from all the Christian denominations prophetically leading the way for a vision of a unified mission Church. I really think that this is just the beginning”. 
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