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Evangelisation Agency Leads 
Inspirational Youth Training Initiative
Young people from across England and Wales braved the January frosts last week to take part in what’s been described as an inspirational youth evangelisation training programme. 

Organised by the Catholic Agency to Support Evangelisation (CASE), the gathering aimed to explore what is distinctive about a Catholic understanding of evangelisation and how that might be incarnated in a youth context. The event was the brainchild of Beccy Burke, the co-leader of Ezekiel: a dynamic youth mission project of Northampton Diocese.  She described how she was given the idea by the annual conference of volunteers that work in youth residential retreat centres: “Youth Retreats are great, but they are generally for those already involved in Church - what about the majority of young people who aren’t? More and more dioceses are looking at how young people can reach out to other young people, so it made sense to bring people together from the different evangelistic initiatives that are developing, to learn from each other’s creative ideas.”
The three day event took place from 5th – 7th January at the House of the Open Door Community in Broadway, Worcestershire. More than twenty people from diverse projects were in attendance, including representatives from diocesan youth mission teams, and students from university and seminary. A series of nine sessions covered themes such as “Into the future with the Basic Gospel Message”, “What is the New Evangelisation?” and “Resources: what’s available?” The programme also included time for prayer: Mass, Rosary, praise and worship, and time for sharing experiences.

CASE Team Member, Clare Ford, was one of the main event organisers and said: “The group of young people that gathered were absolutely excellent. They are a really bright sign of hope to the Church and for the world. We are delighted with how well the training went and have already been asked when it will be repeated.”
All participants were given a resource pack which included the Pope’s Message for this year’s World Youth Day and a CD produced by the National Catholic Youth Service. Hopes now run high that more training will be made available at a future date to help support those working, often in isolation, in youth ministry. Anna Cowell, Diocesan Youth Officer for Leeds said: “Looking at what the Church teaches about evangelisation and how we can practically apply it in a lively way in our own situations, was so very valuable. I believe the content of these last few days should be at the very heart of what Catholic youth training is about.”
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